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Soup and roll lunch in aid of Ukraine

Friday 8th April  12:00pm – 2:00pm
Community Room, Headley Shop
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Advertising in this parish magazine
If you want to advertise for the short term in this magazine, our rates are as follows:
3 consecutive issues: ½ page – £55.00; ¼ page – £32.00
1 issue: ½ page – £20.00; ¼ page – £10.00
If you are interested, please contact Graham Stewart (graham@holdrop.co.uk)  
or Patrick Taylor (patrick@ourparishmag.com)

Viewing this magazine digitally
With effect from the February 2022 issue, we file all the published issues  
of the magazine on our website.  
Please go to https://www.clerewoodlands.org.uk/magazine
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As I write, we are just over a  
fortnight into the brutal Russian 
attack and invasion of Ukraine.  
We have witnessed devastation 
on a large scale as we’ve seen the 
result of aerial bombardment and 
shelling of Ukrainian towns and  
cities. The scenes are shocking  
and I find it hard to believe that 
a country that we visited just 2½ 
years ago, where our children ran 
with Ukrainian children out on the 
street and playing in the forests,  
is now such a very dangerous place 
to be. It is deeply sad to think of 
families sitting in their cold store 
cellars, friends waiting for the arrival 
of the Russian army, and little children 
now enduring the sounds and sights 
of war.  
And yet we were recently sent  
a video from a friend who lives 
in Ukraine which was both 
heart-warming and challenging.  
The friend is a lady who lives on 
her own probably in her mid-forties.  
She lives in a little village outside 
the city of Cherkassy, which is 
almost in the centre of the country 
on the Dnieper River south-east of 
Kiev. She is helping to coordinate  
help for refugees fleeing who stay 
with them for a few nights on their 
journey east.  

Her faith is truly 
remarkable. She 
spoke of the Lord 
is such warm terms  
and how she believed the church 
was being squeezed to be shown 
to the world. She shared how the 
light that the Lord brings is brighter 
in the valley of the shadow of death, 
and that she need not fear for God 
was with her, alluding to Psalm 23 
in the Bible.
I was deeply moved and challenged 
to know what my response would 
be. Her example of holding onto 
Him even in the toughest of times 
is one that inspires me to do the 
same. And if you’d like to support 
Christians in Ukraine then please 
firstly pray, and give. See the Hope 
Now charity website for details 
(https://hopenow.org.uk/).
Our friend’s video also reminds me 
to hold onto the Lord as we leave 
this part of the world to begin our 
training for future work with the 
organisation Youth with a Mission.  
We are so grateful to the Lord for 
our time here and for all He has 
done, even through the hugely  
challenging pandemic. We’ll miss 
our life here and our congregation 
and friends. Thank you and farewell!
Blessings, Ben

A letter from our Vicar, Ben Read Church Services & Rota – April 2022

Other Church Activities  
Please continue to look out for notices on email (contact 07422 687125 or  
administrator@stpaulsashfordhill.co.uk if you are not signed up to our mailing 
list). Our online calendar is also updated regularly so please look there for the most 
up to date information.   

Date
3rd April

Time
10:30am

Type of service
Holy Communion with Junior Church

Every Thursday at 10:30am, there is a Morning Worship held in St Mary’s, Kingsclere

10th April
15th April
17th April
24th April

10:30am
10:00am
11:00am
10:30am

All-Age Worship
Good Friday Worship
Easter Day Communion & Junior Church
Morning Worship with Junior Church

Services in our churches this month will be as follows:

This month, services will be held at St Mary’s, Kingsclere as follows:

Date
TimeTime

3rd April
9.30am

10th April
9.30am

15th April
2.30pm

17th April
9.30am

Service  
type

Where

Chalice

Sidesperson

Reader

Service 
Leader

Readings

Intercessor
Altar Colour

Holy  
Communion

St Peter’s, 
Headley

Penny Stewart

Petronelle  
Eastwick-Field

Paddy Dring

Visiting  
Speaker

Acts 11: 1-18

N/A
Purple

Easter Day 
Communion

St Paul’s, 
Ashford Hill

Patrick Taylor

Lorainne 
Cusworth

Heather Taylor

Revd.  
Rupert Shelley

Luke 24: 1-12

Patrick Taylor
Gold/White

Morning  
Worship

St Peter’s, 
Headley

N/A

Jane Loveless

Penny Stewart

Bryony White

Psalm 118:  
1-2, 19-end. 
Luke 19: 28-40

N/A
Purple

Good Friday 
Worship

St Peter’s, 
Headley

N/A

Penny Stewart

N/A

Rudolf de Salis

John 19: 1-37

N/A
Hangings removed

24th April
9.30am

Morning  
Worship

St Paul’s, 
Ashford Hill

N/A

Paddy Dring

Heather Taylor

Patrick Taylor

Acts 12: 1-17

N/A
White
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We are now in what’s known as a  
“Vacancy”. The process for appointing  
a new Vicar is underway. We have had  
several productive meetings with Bishop  
David as well as Archdeacon Richard. 
However, in the Church of England,  
recruitment processes always take 
a considerable time, and we cannot 
expect to welcome a new Vicar until 
towards the end of this year; unless  
we are remarkably lucky.

One thing is now clear: the idea of 
merging our 3 churches (St Mary’s, 
Kingsclere; St Paul’s, Ashford Hill; St 
Peter’s, Headley) with 7 other nearby 
churches to make a single “Benefice of 
the Future” of 10 churches is now dead. 
We are all delighted that this decision 
has been taken.

During the Vacancy period, we are  
determined to carry on with the 
Church’s life much as before. We will 
be holding services as before and will 
welcome a number of retired vicars to 
undertake our weekly services. You may 
also find some new lay readers taking 
services. Please do continue to support 
us as you have done. We make the 
services as welcoming as possible  
and always have time to meet each 
other over a coffee and biscuits after 
each service.

As a way of showing that we are open 
to all our village community, on Sunday 
6th March, we held a successful drinks 
party in St Paul’s Church. Approximately  
60 people came. Patrick Taylor reminded  
us that, as Christians, we were  
commanded by Jesus to follow the  
Ten Commandments but the first two 
are the most important, namely, first, to 
love our God and, secondly, to love our 
neighbours. The Parish Party was given 
to promote this second commandment. 
It seemed that it was enjoyed by all and 
many people introduced themselves to 
fellow parishioners whom they had not 
met before. Pictures of the event shown 
on these pages are kindly provided by 
David Hartley. 

We intend to continue holding these 
type of events, and we hope you will 
join us.

Churchwardens: Penny Stewart  
and Patrick Taylor

As many of you will know, Ben Read & his family are leaving 
us this month. Ben’s final letter is included on page 4. We wish 
them well in their new calling.

An update on our churches as 
our Vicar, Ben Read, leaves us

7
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Ash Brook 
Independent 

Funeral Directors 

Day or night we provide a complete personal, caring and 
professional service for all funeral requirements. 

Our aim is to always deliver the best service possible. To this end we have 
created a peaceful, comfortable environment where we will attend to your 

requirements. We are able to cater for all religious denominations and 
secular services and will respect and comply with any cultural or ceremonial 
wishes you may have. We believe we have the best facilities of any funeral 

director in the area. We know that often the deciding factor when choosing a 
funeral director is the price, therefore, you might be surprised to know that 

this is not reflected in our fees and IF YOU OBTAIN A WRITTEN QUOTE FROM 
ANOTHER COMPANY, WE ARE CONFIDENT WE CAN MATCH IT, so please do 

call before you make your decision. 

We are always available to help, please feel free to telephone us for further 
information or if you prefer, come in to our office, there really is no 

obligation. 
We thank you for considering our services - our constant aim will 

always be to exceed your expectations. 

Please call Terina on 01189 821111 
Mulfords Hill, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3JE 

www .ashbrookfunerals.com 

9
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At Berkshire Campervan Hire we have a range of 2 - 4 
berth campervans, perfect for short breaks & long breaks. 

Our campervans are perfect for any holiday needs!

T: 07802 911112
E: info@berkshirecampervanhire.co.uk
www.berkshirecampervanhire.co.uk

*cannot be used in conjunction with any other discounts

Receive 5% off* your next booking 
with Berkshire Campervan Hire! 

Scan the QR code or quote 
“MAGAZINE5” over the phone, via 

email or on our online form!

Neighbourhood Plan (NP) Update April 2022

Well we are on the way!

On 9 March we received formal  
confirmation that our documents  
had passed the legal compliance  
check – phew!

Basingstoke & Deane launched the 
formal Regulation 16 Consultation on 
Monday 14 March. The Consultation 
runs for 7 weeks (rather than the  
statutory 6) as the period covers  
several bank holidays. It ends on  
Tuesday 3 May.

All the consultation documents can 
be found on our website together with 
details of how you can comment.   

https://ashfordhillheadley.wixsite.
com/neighbourhoodplan

Copies of the documents are also 
available for inspection in the shop in 
Headley and in Butlers in Ashford Hill 
with a small supply of comment forms 
for those who prefer to comment by 
post. Please do take the opportunity to 
comment if you would like something to 
be changed. It is important that we have 
a Plan that includes what the residents 
of the Parish would like.

This time the comments do not come 
to us but go directly to B&D who pass 
them to the Independent Examiner. 

Caroline Hellings

How can you make  
your representations? 

Representations in relation to the  
Ashford Hill with Headley NP and  
supporting documents should be  
submitted to the borough council  
using one of the following methods:

• Online response form at  
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/AHHNP 

• Return representation form or 
submit written comments by post to: 
Planning Policy Team, Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council, Civic Offices, 
London Road, Basingstoke RG21 4AH

• Return representation form or  
submit written comments by email to:  
local.plan@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Only those representations that are 
made in writing and that are received 
by the council within the consultation 
period (ending at 4pm on 3rd May 2022) 
will be considered. All responses will 
then be forwarded to the plan’s  
examiner once he/she is appointed. 

When making your representation, 
please can you indicate whether you 
wish to participate in an Examination 
Public Hearing (should the examiner 
decide there is a need for one) and also 
whether you wish to be notified about 
the Examiner’s Report and the ‘Made’ 
Ashford Hill with Headley NP. 
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mail@sundogmaintenance.co.uk

I thought it might be interesting, fun and 
educational to feature a short piece in 
each month’s magazine on one of the 
saints whose Day falls in that month. 
Some will be well known as is the case 
this month. Others will be quite obscure. 

In April, we celebrate St George on 23rd 
April. Who was George and why is he 
England’s patron saint?

Born of Christian parents, George  
is believed to have been Greek from  
Cappadocia, which today is in the  
middle of Turkey. According to tradition, 
he was a soldier in the Roman army 
living towards the end of the 3rd century 
AD. He is believed to have been executed  
by decapitation on 23rd April 303 AD in 
Lydda (modern day Israel) for being a 
Christian and refusing to offer sacrifices 
to the pagan Gods. He was canonised 
as a Saint in AD 494 by Pope Gelasius.

George became popular with the early 
English kings. Edward 1 had banners 
bearing the emblem of St George (a red 
cross on a white background). Edward 
111 put his Order of the Garter under 
the banner of George. From early  
days George was venerated as a  
saint who would protect the English. 
As Shakespeare depicted in his play 
of Henry V, the king cries out at the 
Battle of Harfleur “Once more unto the 
breach, dear friends. God for Harry! 
England and St George!” However, the 
St George’s cross was not formally used 
to represent England until the reign of 
Henry VIII. 

The legend of St George slaying a  
dragon is also somewhat dubious. 

The legend goes that a fierce dragon 
was causing panic in the City of Silene, 
Libya when George arrived there.  
Sacrifices had been offered to the  
dragon and one day the king’s daughter 
was chosen to be offered to the fiery 
dragon. But before that happened, 
George saved the girl by slaying the 
dragon. The king was mightily grateful 
to George and offered him a load of 
treasure, which George, rather than 
pocketing it for himself, gave it to the 
people of Silene. As a result of this  
generosity, they converted to  
Christianity in their thousands.

England is not the only country or 
region to claim him as its patron saint. 
He shares that honour with Portugal, 
Ethiopia, Georgia, Catalonia and Aragon 
in Spain, Venice and Genoa in Italy and 
Moscow in Russia. 

So, on Saturday April 23rd , have a little 
thought for dear George.

What saint is remembered in April? 
Saint George – 23rd April
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As you might expect our parish wasn’t 
immune from the impact of the storms 
with a wide variety of trees either  
uprooted, snapped off or losing boughs. 
Sadly many of these were the most 
mature trees which have stood for many 
decades, maybe hundreds of years. 
During early March the Rights of Way 
Wardens for our parish checked  
footpaths and bridleways to identify 
where fallen boughs and trees straddled  
a Right of Way. Most of these, but not 
all, were then reported and recorded 
on the Hants CC Countryside website 
https://hantsrow.esdm.co.uk/ 
standardmap.aspx. 

With so many trees down if an  
obstruction was minor or could be very 
easily bypassed (e.g., tree fallen across 
a footpath but in an open field), typically 
those were not recorded at this time. It 
is the landowner’s responsibility to keep 
a right of way free from obstruction and 
clear away any tree debris. However 
they have a significant task given the 
scale of destruction. The substantial 
amount of rainfall at the beginning of 
March resulted in very muddy conditions  
making the use of machinery in the 
clear up much more difficult, if not 
impossible. 

With many of our Rights of Way  
crossing farmland or managed woodland 
the land owners and estate managers 
already had a full schedule of work at 
this busy time of year so inevitably it will 
be some time before all the obstructions 
can be dealt with.

Overall there are in excess of twenty  
obstructions caused by falling trees 
across our Parish. These range from 
relatively small boughs, which will  
take limited effort to clear, through to 
huge oak trees which will require an 
experienced team to clear. Particularly 
badly hit has been Butler’s Copse  
and Sleepers Copse, in Ashford Hill, 
with a significant number of mature 
trees downed. Because of the terrain 
and muddy conditions some of these 
locations are especially inaccessible  
to machinery. Fortunately, with one 
exception, all Rights of Way have  
remained open as the fallen trees  
can be skirted around usually without 
too much inconvenience. The one 
exception was the footpath from the 
River Enborne, at Mill Green, up to the 
Ashford Hill Road at Goose Hill (Path 
007/701b) where a large uprooted  
conifer was leaning at a crazy angle 

against other trees with the footpath 
passing under the conifer. Notified 
of this dangerous situation by a local 
warden, Hants Countryside Services 
put up a closure notice on this footpath 
but fortunately the landowner, being 
aware of the risk in this situation, acted 
promptly to remove the tree and make 
the footpath safe.

Even without the storms it was already 
pretty tough for our native trees with 
international trade enabling exotic  
pests and diseases to become  
widespread across the UK. 

Currently there are twenty attacking 
our native trees with six having reached 
epidemic levels. These include Ash  
Dieback, Acute Oak Decline, Horse 
Chestnut Bleeding Canker, Aspen Leaf 
Miners and Plane Wilt. Ash Dieback has 
become very evident across our parish  
in the last couple of years and it is  
estimated that we’ll lose 75 million  
Ash trees across the UK – Ouch! In  
addition to those already established 
there are another eleven pests and 
diseases close to reaching our shores 
bringing new dangers to our healthy 
trees. Despite this gloomy picture we 
can all make a small but meaningful 
difference to biodiversity by planting  
a tree (or more) in this Jubilee year.   

Keep to the designated rights of way 
and watch out for trip hazards from 
branches hidden in the grass. 

In this, the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee year, with a significant focus of the  
celebrations being to plant a tree, it is more than a little ironic that three major 
storms, within one week in February, have felled and damaged countless trees. 
Unlike storm Arwen last November, which ravaged the North of the UK, storms 
Dudley, Eunice and Franklin attacked the South with the impact of these four 
Winter storms accounting for an estimated loss of 9-10 million trees.

Ambling Around

Trees under Attack!
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What’s on
in APRIL & beyond

Parish Council meeting – Monday 11th April – this meeting has been CANCELLED.

Ashford Village Hall AGM – Friday 25th April – 7:30pm
Not surprisingly, this will be held at the Village Hall! All are welcome.

Kingsclere Photo Club – Wednesday 6th April – Kingsclere Village Club,  
35 George Street, Kingsclere RG20 5NH – doors open at 7:15pm; finish around 9.45pm
‘My photographic project’. Four short talks by club members on any aspect of their  
current or a recent photographic project.

Ashford Hill Garden Club – Wednesday 13th April – Ashford Hill Village Hall – 7:30pm  
A social evening, where we sit around and generally swop stories and problems which we 
encounter in our own gardens and how we solve those problems.

Annual Parish Meeting of the Ashford Hill with Headley Parish Council – will be held 
at the Ashford Hill Village Hall on Monday 9th May starting at 7:30pm. 
Reports from local clubs & organisations are welcomed to be presented at this meeting 
either in person or sent to the Clerk: ashfordhillheadleypc@hotmail.co.uk 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) – Monday 4th April at 7:00pm –  
St Peter’s Church, Headley. Refreshments from 6.30pm. All our welcome to attend.
This is the occasion when we celebrate what has been happening in our church  
community over the past year and conduct business such as elections to the posts  
of churchwardens and the Church Council.  

Greener Kingsclere – Sun 3rd April – Fieldgate Centre, Kingsclere 10am-12:30pm  
Shop for household goods in a greener manner. Entry is free.

Kingsclere Singers – Friday 8th April – 7:00pm – at St Paul’s Church, Ashford Hill
We’re glad to be back singing again! Please come and support the local community and 
the Kingsclere Singers at this their first Spring Event. The concert will include a selection  
of sacred and secular music from repertoire, including arrangements by Hazel O’Leary.  
The choir will include special guests from the Thames Valley Chorus.
Tickets are £7.50 and can be bought on the door. Children tickets are FREE!
www.kingsclere-singers.co.uk

If you are arranging any event which you would like mentioned in this  
magazine, please do let me know. Send details to patrick@ourparishmag.com 
Please take note of the following: 
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ARTISTS AT HEADLEY SHOP 
Thornford Road, Headley, RG19 8AD 
 
7th-15th May 10-4 
 
Jane Baikie, painter 
Gill Banks, mixed media 
Charlotte Glynn, potter 
Ann Hoddinott, painter 
Paula White, jeweller 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Headley Community Shop – Soup Lunch is back – Friday 8th April – 12:00-2:00 pm  
This first lunch for over two years will cost £4. The proceeds will go to the Ukrainian  
Appeal Fund. It would be great if we could have a full house for this special occasion.
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ANGELA MOORE GARDEN DESIGN  
TRANSFORM YOUR GARDEN 
✓ Beautifully-balanced borders  
✓ Consultancy, guidance & planting blueprints 
✓ RHS-qualified. Based in Ashford Hill 
✓ 1hr visit, consultation & estimate £40 
✓ Plans & specifications drawn up within agreed budget 

Website: www.angelamoore.net  Email: angelaxmoore@aol.com  Phone: 07850 154867 

 

AR�E TREE SURGERY

Professional tree care & Landscaping 
• Full Health & Safety Policy
• £5m Public Liability Insurance
• Pruning • Tree reports/surveys
• Felling • Patios,
• Stump Grinding • Decking, Pergolas
• Hedge Trimming • Ponds
• Crown reductions/ thinning

@ 0808 155 5815 
@ 01635 818 709 
@ 07778 811 136 
mharvey31@gmail.com
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Get to know your local defibrillator 

We are pleased to offer you a defibrillator awareness session in the Headley 
Community Room (next to the shop) at 7.00pm on Wednesday April 13th 
2022. 

Our defibrillator was installed in Headley following our fundraising efforts, 
just before the pandemic. Ashford Hill has defibrillators too. Now the 
restrictions on us are easing, it’s time to get familiar with how we may be 
able to help save someone’s life. We plan to run a 1 hour awareness session, 

with our expert Petronelle. You will have the opportunity to ask questions, and practice. 

So that we can have the right numbers in the room, please book on Eventbrite, 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/288407684147 

or call 07932247363, 

Geoff Allwright 

(If this first session is oversubscribed, we will have another session in the future.) 

Read all abou� i� 
John's early morning newspapers & 

m!.:J delivered "to you in 

\.:;l� Ashford Hill. 

��J Headley, Kingsclere,

__ .----='==-"�""' -

1sj-

Hannington, 

Ramsdell, Wolver"ton, 
Brimp"ton & Baughurs"t 

01189 814504/811793
 johnboylewis@hotmail.com

When I saw the pictures of Sylvia Lewis’ snowdrops, I just had to include  
them in the magazine. What a stunning display. Apparently, Sylvia has been  
extending her display since moving into her house in 1983. I’m impressed.

What a stunning display of snow drops!
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Jobs in the Garden for April

I have just received a delivery of  
compost from Yew Tree Garden  
Centre, so it is full steam ahead  
now. Our ground was not very warm 
during March and very little grew to 
any extent but hopefully, the weather 
should now warm a little. I have a  
few seedlings on windowsills in a  
bedroom – primroses, polyanthus,  
onions, leeks, antirrhinums, etc.,  
together with potatoes chitting.  
Now is the time to really start things 
into growth in earnest, especially in 
the greenhouse.

Lawns 
• Mow the lawn on a high setting  
(No 4 or 5).

• Scarify if not done already after the 
first cutting and apply Weed & Feed  
at the advised rate on the pack. Burn 
the scarification waste to destroy any  
surviving moss. Do not put on the  
compost heap it may still contain  
weedkiller.

Shrubs, Roses and Climbers 
• If the roses have not been pruned 
yet, there is still time. Try to prune back 
to an outward facing bud about 12-15 
ins up the stem. Cut out all dead and 
decaying material. Cut back buddleias 
if not yet done. Cut down to about 2-3 
feet to a new outward facing shoot.

• Shape and thin the winter flowering 
shrubs after flowering has ceased. 
(Lonicera and viburnhams).

• Give all the shrubs and roses a good 
feed at about 2ozs per sq. yd/m. 

Fish, Bone and Blood works well and is 
relatively cheap. But all the rose feeds 
are suitable.

• Continue spreading the compost 
heap as a mulch around the shrubs  
etc. once the feed has been applied.

Flower borders 
• This is the last chance to divide  
the perennials.

• Finish planting any new plants.

• Continue to apply mulch at 2-3  
ins thick.

• Give all the plants a feed with your 
favourite fertilizer.

• Complete the winter tidy up.

Tubs and Containers 
• This is the last chance to sow the 
hardy annuals

• Prick out and grow on any annuals 
which have already germinated. Use 
a good quality compost. Towards the 
middle of the month purchase any  
annuals needed for tubs, baskets  
or containers.

Vegetable Garden 
• Plant out onion sets and shallots.

• After preparing the soil, sow the 
spring onions, carrots, parsnips and  
all your favourite vegetables.

• Plant out broad been plants grown 
under cover and sow the later crop of 
broad beans.

• Plant out your early potatoes from  
the beginning of the month and the 

main crops towards the end of  
the month.

• Remember to protect any brassicas 
you plant out else the pigeons will  
have a good feed and you will be left 
with stalks.

• Also remember that all plants need 
feeding except root vegetables which 
should be set on ground given plenty  
of feed last season. Root crops will 
divide into forks if fertiliser is applied  
to the area.

In the Greenhouse 
• Pot up the plugs plants you have 
purchased.

• Spray fuchsias with tepid water  
to encourage new growth. Also pinch 
out the tips of the plants to produce 
bushy plants.

• Apply tomato feed to all the over 
wintered greenhouse plants every  
two weeks at the suggested rate.  
The compost fertilizer runs out after 
about six weeks.

• Make up tubs, containers and  
baskets in readiness for planting  
out towards the end of May.

• Sow the cucumbers, squashes,  
peppers and the last of the tomatoes  
as time is beginning to run out.

At the time of writing this article we 
have just had our March meeting of the 
AH&H Garden Club with 20 members 
enjoying a remarkable talk from Geoff 
Hawkins on ‘Shrubs for the Borders’. 
What a treat! 

I never knew  
there was such 
an abundance of 
shrubs,from tiny to small trees, suitable 
for our borders.

For April 13th, we have a social evening, 
where we sit around and generally swop 
stories and problems which we encounter 
in our own gardens and how we solve 
those problems. We also provide tea 
and biscuit, but if you would like a little 
tipple during the evening, please feel 
free to bring along a bottle. We will have 
plastic glasses available, but again if you 
prefer real glass, bring your favourite 
container. Michael Everitt
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FREE 14 point lawn analysis

It’s the way to a perfect lawn
TruGreen offers a wide range of lawn care services to 

help make your lawn the central feature of your garden. 
We’ll begin by giving you an in-depth 14 point lawn 

analysis, completely free and without obligation.

Trugreen Newbury and Basingstoke

01635 285 379 / 07795 311788
www.trugreen.co.uk/newbury-basingstoke

newburybasingstoke@trugreen.org.uk

• Pest & Disease Control
• Moss & Weed Control
• Fertilisation

• Re-seeding & Turfing
• Aeration
• Scarification

trugreen_newbury_120x85_ad_060121.indd   1trugreen_newbury_120x85_ad_060121.indd   1 06/01/2021   11:2806/01/2021   11:28
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BURGHCLERE PRE-SCHOOL 
Where little flowers bloom ■ 

Providing a fun and stimulating pre-school education for children aged 2 to 5 in a village setting 

• Term time 9am to 3pm (half days available) 
• Secure outdoor play area 
• Funding available for 2+3 year olds 
• No deposit required 
• OFSTED says we are 'GOOD' 

WE HAVE SPACES AND WELCOME VISITORS 

Please contact Hayley Lynch, Manager on: 
T: 07749 316 968 E: 

admin@burghclerepreschool.org.uk 

www.burghclerepreschool.org.uk 

S.J.B. Contracting

P.D.D
Chimney Sweeping 

All types of chimneys swept 
Pots, Cowls, Caps, Birdguards Fitted 
Stacks Repaired or Rebuilt 
Brick Fireplaces Designed & Built 
Fully Insured 

SERVICES 'Est: 15yrs 

Guttering 
Clearing / Repairs 
Complete Replacements 
uPVC Fascia, Soffit Cleaning 
Water butts Supplied & Fitted 
Moss Removal From Roofs 

www.pddservices.co. uk 
Contact P. Dollin 

Tel: 01635 871885 I Mobile: 07885105006 
pdd-services@hotmail.co. uk 

A small and friendly Pre-School in a beautiful countryside location. 
Jiminy Cricket’s Pre-School 
Based in the cricket pavillion in Ashford Hill, we welcome children from 2 years 
and offer a wonderful Pre-School experience. 

• ‘Good’ OFSTED results
• Safe, stimulating & caring environment
• Qualified, friendly staff

Contact Beccy Lapham on 0118 9810 333  
hello@jiminycricketspreschool.com    www.jiminycricketspreschool.com 
Registered Charity no. 1106154

• Close links to Ashford Hill Primary School
• A committee run by parents
• Morning, afternoon & lunch club sessions available.
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Ashford Hill School News – April 2022

There were members of staff, parents, 
ex-parents, friends and neighbours –  
so many people supporting learning in 
our school. The evening began with a 
glass of bubbly and a welcome from the 
PTA and Mrs Kingham. We settled on 
our tables only to be made to stand to 
play ‘Heads or tails’, our meal followed 
and was delicious. Before the dessert 
came, there was an auction of a range 
of donated prizes. Simon Lapham was 
very persuasive in extracting bids from 
the audience! This was followed by  
a raffle and lots of dancing. I had a 
wonderful time catching up with  
ex-parents; it was so lovely to hear 
about their children (many of whom  
are now grown up) and what they are  
all up to. 

Thank you so 
much to our amazing PTA who wrote 
the school a cheque for £7,500 which 
covers all of our resources and on-line 
training – how fantastic is that? Have 
they stopped yet? No, of course not! 
They are already organising the next 
event which is a Mother’s Day Bake 
Sale on Friday 25th March after school; 
a film night for the children and the 
annual Easter egg hunt are all on  
the agenda. 
As always, we welcome visitors to our 
school. If you have any spare time and 
would like to volunteer your help, it 
would be gratefully received. Please feel 
free to email or call the School Office on 
0118 9813822. Sue Yockney, DHT 

We have started our Spring 2 topics – 
Maple and Chestnut are looking into 
the history of Ashford Hill. Maple were 
hooked in by receiving ‘a letter’ from  
the county council who are creating 
information leaflets for the villages  
in the county as part of the Queen’s  
Jubilee. They were spotted out in the 
village taking photographs so have 
been asked to help by creating a leaflet 
about Ashford Hill. You should have 
heard the excitement of the children 
that morning and I am looking forward 
to seeing the end product. We are  
learning such a lot about our village; 
they share, almost daily, updates with 
interesting facts. Oak and Hornbeam 
have a geography focus comparing  
the UK with a European country.

We have had a few exciting moments 
this term – one in particular was a  
rather soggy Tuesday morning when 

we realised that Tom Daley was cycling 
through Ashford Hill as part of his  
Comic Relief challenge. A quick risk 
assessment followed by a text asking 
parents to help and the whole school 
set off down the road. We waited  
patiently whilst we were kept up to date 
of his progress via his tracker on the 
Internet. The children were delighted 
to see him and his team cycling past. 
We were even more pleased to hear 
him thanking school children in a small 
village cheering him on when he was 
interviewed for the local radio. Us! 
World Book Day saw our school  
transformed with many book characters 
visiting us for the day. It never ceases 
to amaze me how creative our children 
(and their parents) are when it comes 
down to costumes – we had all sorts. 
I kindly gave Mrs Kingham the difficult 
job of choosing class winners. On this 
day, Heather Taylor, who has been 
supporting the school for many years, 
was in hearing readers. As she came 
into my classroom, one of the children 
asked her who she was dressed as. Her 
speedy reply was ‘a muggle’ from Harry 
Potter – the children were impressed! 
Well done Heather. Please see our  
winners on gthe next page.
Our PTA continues to be as busy as 
ever: only last week they held a ‘Read, 
Write, Drinc’ ball at Sandford Springs. 
The intention was to raise the funds to 
pay for a new phonics programme we 
are using in school called ‘Read, Write, 
Inc’. What a super evening we had! 

27

Our term continues at a pace, the school is filled with the buzz of  
children learning. 
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Mobile : 07793 366361 
Home: 01635 799478 
jamesgeorge@tree-service.co.uk 
www.jamesgeorgetreesurgery.co.uk

Total Tree Surgery Solutions
All aspects of Tree Surgery undertaken. 
FFrom full tree reports, surveys to pruning, 
hedges and logs.
Free Quotations.
Fully Insured

COLIN BELL RESTORATION 
   Foorrmmaallllyy  Beenn  Noorrrriiss  &  Coo  llttdd   

Restorers of Antique Furniture 
We specialise in many aspects of restoration, veneering, 

carving, gilding, inlay in both wood and metal, 
polishes, lacquered work and painted surfaces. 

Tel: 01256 333124 • 
Mobile: 07887 637 678 --

- . 
Email: colinbell1971@icloud.com

Need more exercise? Want a new  
pastime? Like to make new friends  
nd socialise?

You can do all these by coming to  
KINSCLERE BOWLING CLUB and  
try bowling.

Our season starts in April and continues 
until mid-September.

Following the green opening, we  
shall be holding OPEN EVENINGS  
on Tuesdays during May starting at 
6.30pm for you to give bowling a try – 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! All ages, genders 
and novices will be very welcome to 
attend on any or all of these evenings. 
Tuition will be given and bowls provided.  
All we ask is that you wear flat soled 
shoes or trainers and are reasonably 
mobile. We look forward to meeting you.

For further information contact  
Brian Watts on 0118 981 6892 or  
email brian-watts@btcnnect.com or  
visit www.kingsclerebowlingclub.co.uk.
Brian Watts, a resident of Ashford Hill.

Further information about  
Kingsclere Bowling Club: 
The Kingsclere Bowling Club was 
formed in 1935. Its address is: William 
Holding Field, Ashford Hill Road, Kingsclere,  
RG20 5NY. The club is affiliated to 
Bowls England and Bowls Hampshire. 

All ages are welcome. Currently, active 
members’ ages range from 12 to 90+ 
years. The Club is privately owned, 
managed and run by elected officials 
and committees. Members help out with 
the general running of the club such as 
assisting the ground staff, bar duties, 
club house cleaning, and preparing

and serving light suppers and meals to 
visiting teams.

The Club enters various competitions 
for individuals, pairs, and teams for 
women, men, and mixed sexes. Teams 
play in the Basingstoke & District Bowling 
Association (BDBA), Whitchurch & 
District Bowling League (WDBL), Stan 
Hardman Mixed Triples League, and 
Bowls Hampshire competitions.

At weekends throughout the summer 
the Club holds friendly club matches for 
everyone, regardless of their experience, for 
club trophies. Also, on some weekends, 
it acts as host for matches against visiting 
clubs from outside the immediate area. 

Bowls is a sport for all. It can be played 
by all ages, abilities and sexes. It can 
improve your general health. It is not 
just a sport; you can enjoy a varied and 
active social life at the club. It is ideal 
for meeting new people, socialising  
and meeting new challenges.

Want a new interest this summer? 
Try lawn bowling at Kingsclere
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Headley with Ashford Hill Community Shop Association

Good News. Soup Lunches are  
coming back, starting on Friday 8th 
April between 12 noon and 2:00 pm. 
This first lunch for over two years will 
cost £4 the proceeds going to the 
Ukrainian Appeal Fund. It would be 
great if we could have a full house  
for this special occasion.

It looks like we are going to have some 
springlike weather, which will highlight 
how attractive the front of the shop 
looks with all the Daffodils and spring 
flowers. Grateful thanks go to Sandra 
and Michael Everitt for the lovely display.

Over to the Post Office. It is apparent 
that there are a number of customers 
who don’t realise that there is a free 
cash point available. No different to 
any ATM on our high streets. Please 
do make use of it as it is a source of 
income for our PO.

The shop has a collection of secondhand 
paperbacks costing a donation of 50p. 
Do feel free to bring any books that are 
cluttering up your home. Fresh titles are 
very welcome. Also, you can always 
swap one title for another for no cost.

Despite the fact that prices for almost 
everything are going up by quite a bit, 
the shop has only increased prices a 
fraction and not in all cases. Do please 
take advantage of this. We need to 
increase our footfall during these hard 
times. Just remember the petrol/diesel 
you will be saving when you walk to the 
shop in glorious spring weather!

Graham Stewart

 SHOP POST OFFICE
MONDAY  6:00am - 5:30pm 9:00am - 1:00pm; 2:00 - 5:00pm
TUESDAY  6:00am - 5:30pm 9:00am - 1:00pm; 2:00 - 5:00pm
WEDNESDAY  6:00am - 5:30pm 9:00am - 1:00pm
THURSDAY  6:00am - 5:30pm 9:00am - 1:00pm; 2:00 - 5:00pm
FRIDAY  6:00am - 5:30pm 9:00am - 1:00pm; 2:00 - 5:00pm
SATURDAY 6:30am - 12:30pm CLOSED
SUNDAY 7:30am  - 10:00am CLOSED

Contact details:  Tel: 01635 268849  Email: headleyshop@hotmail.co.uk

31
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 AREA SWEEP 
CHIMNEY SWEEP 

A PROFESSIONAL CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICE 

BRUSH AND VACUUM 
AGAS RAYBURNS JETMASTERS 
WOODBURNERS ALL OPEN FIRES 
NEST REMOVALS 
SWEEPING CERTIFICATES ISSUED 
CAPS AND COWLS SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

CALL DARREN  01635 569195/07900398678
areasweep@btinternet.com

CHICKEN ESSENTIALS   POINT OF LAY PULLETS FOR SALE 
     07775 166938   FREE RANGE – VACCINATED – WORMED 

       
 CHICKEN KEEPING WORKSHOPS 
 KINGSCLERE      
  

  www.chickenessentials.co.uk 

 chickenessentials@outlook.com  

 Visit our website, call us or email us 
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Ingredients:
• 600g rhubarb, cut into 3cm chunks
• 3 tbsp demerara sugar
• 1 tsp ground ginger
• Juice ½ lemon
For the streusel topping:
• 50g unsalted butter
• 60g self raising flour
• 100g jumbo oats (we used Mornflake)
• 60g demerara sugar
For the cake:
• 200g unsalted butter, softened
• 200g caster sugar
• 4 medium free-range eggs, beaten
• 100g ground almonds
• 100g self-raising flour
• 2 tsp ground ginger
• Pinch salt
You’ll also need… 
20cm loose-bottomed cake tin, base and 
sides lined with non-stick baking paper.

Method
1. Heat the oven to 200°C/180°C fan/gas 
6. Put the rhubarb in a roasting tray and 
toss well with the sugar, ginger and lemon. 
Roast for 15 minutes until soft. Set aside. 
Turn the oven to 170°C/150°C fan/gas 3½.
2. Meanwhile make the streusel topping. 
Rub the butter into the flour in a mixing 
bowl, using your fingers, until it looks like 
fine crumbs. Stir in the oats and sugar, 
then set aside.
3. For the cake, put the butter and sugar 
into another mixing bowl and, using an 
electric mixer, beat on a medium speed 
until light and fluffy. Whisk in the beaten 
eggs a little at a time then, using a large 
metal spoon, fold in the remaining cake 
ingredients using a figure of eight motion.
4. Spoon half the cake batter into the  
prepared tin, then sprinkle with half the 
streusel. Pat the rhubarb dry on kitchen 
paper, arrange half on top, then top with 
the rest of the cake mix and smooth  
over. Sprinkle with most of the remaining 
streusel and top with the remaining  
rhubarb. Finally, sprinkle over the last  
of the struesel.
5. Bake for 1 hour, then cover with foil and 
cook for another 55-60 minutes until the 
sponge is cooked through and the streusel 
topping is golden. Leave to cool in the tin 
on a wire rack for 20 minutes.
Best served with clotted cream, custard, 
thick yogurt or crème fraîche.

A recipe for April

Here is a little baking for you this time and a great addition to afternoon tea if you 
have any family or friends over this Easter. The streusel topping gives this cake  
a wonderful chewy flapjack like texture. Its great served warm. If making ahead, 
briefly warm slices in the microwave. Make the cake up to 24 hours in advance;  
or freeze in slices, wrapped in baking paper, then cling film. Have a wonderful April, 
Toby Barrett (Head chef of the Dolphin pub in Newbury lives just outside Ashford Hill).

Oaty rhubarb and ginger streusel cake
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L TITCOMBE & FAMILY 
Independent Funeral Directors 

Personal, respectful and attentive service 
It is usual for peopl,e to be unsure ef what to do in the immediate 

aftermath ef a bereavement. T¼ will help guide you through the 

initial steps and provide advice on other matters ef importance you 

may need to think about when someone you know dies. 

We are here when you need us most 

24 hours a day 
All aspects of Funeral Arrangements undertaken 

8 Swan Street, Kingsclere, Newbury, RG20 5PJ. Tel: 01635 299900 
4 Ehnwood Parade, Basingstoke, RG23 8LL. Tel: 01256 476366 

www.tmfunerals.co. uk  info@tmfunerals.co.uk
mm:·- Golden Charter I'.§ Funeral Plans ,_/ 
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Local Charities 

 
Citizens Advice Tadley are based in the Turbary Building in Franklin Ave, Tadley RG26 4ET.  

We are an independent charity that offers free, confidential and impartial advice and information to 
those in the community with whatever problem they face. 

Do you need help? 
Call our advice line on 08082 787987; or take look at our website: 
www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk 

 
 

Kingsclere Charities - Welfare Charity Reg no: 237218  
The Charity helps those in need in the Parishes of Kingsclere and Ashford Hill with Headley. 
Grants have been given towards the provision of Motorised wheelchairs and mobility scooters;  
Stairlifts and installation costs; Medical equipment, such as nebulisers; Various aids to make life 
easier for the sick and less mobile; and Travel costs to and from hospital . 

This help is available for all ages regardless of means. Please apply in the first instance for an 
application form to: Mrs Jan Pearce The Clerk, Kingsclere Charities, Russell House, Ashford Hill 
Road, Headley, Thatcham, Berks. RG19 8AB  

Email: kingsclerecharities@iname.com  

Website:  www.kingsclerecharities.org 

 

Ashford Hill Educational Trust 
Whatever you are studying, your local Educational Trust is here for you.  
The Trust was set up to assist with educational activities and recreational training for all 
people living in Ashford Hill and Headley, irrespective of age or means. 

Dates of remaining Trustee meetings in 2022: 
13th April;    30th July;    19th October 

Contact Julie Bassett on 07500 927707 for an application form or email 
julie.bassett1@btinternet.com 

The deadline for applications is two weeks before the date of each meeting. All applications must be 
accompanied by itemised receipts. 

 

 

Local Charities
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01256 896203

enquiries@kingsleyfinancial.co.uk

www.kingsleyfinancial.co.uk

It can be difficult to be confident about what your financial future
looks like. Kingsley Financial offers different options to help you find
your way:

Financial Health Check: figure out what retirement will look like

Financial Ideas Discussion: find out what the jargon really
means to you

Eamon Keelan 
Director & Chartered Financial Planner
APFS CFP      Chartered MCSI

Peter A Sudlow
Chartered Wealth Manager
CFP      Dip PFS Chartered MCSI

C H A R T E R E D  F I N A N C I A L  A D V I C E
impart ia l ,  personal ,  independent

w e  s h o w  y o u  t h e  w a y

Kingsley Financial Management Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Financial Planning Service: a detailed review of where you are
& the plan to follow.

Financial Advice Transaction: put in place an arrangement to
meet a need

TM TM
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ASHFORD HILL with HEADLEY  
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES OF  
THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY  
14th FEBRUARY 2022

Present 
Mr J Woodford (Chairman), Mr S Dunn, 
Mr S Hoskins, Mr A Saunders and  
the Clerk.
Cllr Rhatigan and members of the  
public were also present.

1.  Apologies
Apologies had been received from  
Cllrs K Saunders and Stewart.

2.  Declaration of interest
None declared.

3.  Minutes of previous meeting  
for approval
The minutes of the meeting held  
on Monday 10th January 2022  
were approved. 

4.  Matters arising
There were no matters arising from  
the minutes.

5. ‘Headley Pavilion’ Project
In the absence of the Chair of the  
subcommittee, Cllr Graham Stewart, 
Cllr Hoskins presented the meeting  
with a progress report regarding  
the work that the members of the  
subcommittee had undertaken into  
the feasibility of a new sports/social 
facility for Headley recreation ground  
to replace the existing changing rooms. 
Cllr Hoskins reported on the refined 
quotation from Cubitts Cabin &  
Modular Buildings Limited after a  
competitive tendering process for  
a modular unit facility. The refined  
quotation was achieved after a site  
visit with the supplying contractor  
and the enabling contractor who  
woud be delivering and installing  
the modular units. The prices of the  

current quotation were only guaranteed  
for a short period of time before  
a significant increase in the prices  
would have to be incurred.  
Cllr Hoskins had prepared and  
presented several Cost Estimates to  
the subcommittee to build a budget 
for the predicted purchase, enabling, 
installation and fit out costs of the new 
facility to ensure that the facility was  
affordable within the current level of 
fund raising that had been achieved.
The Chairman added that the Clerk 
would be writing a business plan to 
support the purpose, purchase and  
cost analysis as well as the ongoing  
cost to sustain the facility in the future. 
This document would be able to 
demonstrate the appropriate level  
of due diligence undertaken by the  
subcommittee in committing to such 
levels of expenditure as well as ongoing 
costs of the facility in the future.
The Chairman asked for a proposer  
and a seconder for the ‘Headley Pavilion’ 
project to proceed along the lines of the 
Cost Estimate proposals. The project 
was proposed by Cllr Hoskins and 
seconded by Cllr Dunn. All Councillors 
were in favour of the project proceeding 
by a show of hands.
The adoption of the proposal would 
allow the Parish Council to settle a 
50% deposit invoice from the supplying 
contractor.
The Clerk informed the meeting of a  
letter he had received to Parish Councillors 
from Sir Timothy Sainsbury and Lady 
Sainsbury on behalf of The Headley 
Trust to express their wish to contribute 
the sum of £60,000 towards the cost of 
the ‘Headley Pavilion’. The Clerk would 
respond with a letter from the Parish 
Council to express its appreciation  
of the financial contribution from the 
trustees of the Headley Trust.
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PLUMBING & HEATING 

Torch PH - Your local registered Gas, Oil and Solid fuel engineer service. 

Providing *New Installations of LPG, Gas & Oil Boilers, Oil Tanks & Solid fuel burning 
stoves, every new installation comes with the required certification upon completion. 

All *Breakdown *Repairs *Annual Servicing *Landlord certification *Plumbing works 
undertaken. 

We are based in Kingsclere and cover areas within a 25-mile radius. 

Contact Tel: 01635228331 - 07788 562 817 

Email - Torchph@aol.com.com Web: www.torchplumbingandheating.eo.uk/services/ 
Or find us on Facebook@ - Torch Plumbing and Heating 

City� 
Guilds�

A 
 safe - -�I 

6.  Highways
Cllr A Saunders reported on the  
puddles of water on the highway  
near to Sascron.

7.  Planning Applications 
21/03253//FUL 
The Glade, Common Road, Headley  
– No objection  
– Erection of 2 no. detached  
dwellings with associated parking  
& amenity space.
21/03716/HSE 
Folly Farmhouse, Thornford Road, 
Headley  
– No objection  
– Erection of a single storey rear  
and side extension with porch.
21/03812/HSE 
Upper K’bridge Farm Cottage,  
Newbury Road, Headley  
– No objection  
– Erection of a side extension to  
existing garage/studio
22/00033/OUT 
Land to the south of Neats House, 
Common Road, Headley  
– Objection  
– Outline planning application for the 
erection of one detached dwelling
22/00091/HSE 
Ulandi, Union Lane, Plastow Green, 
Headley  
– No objection  
– Addition of a single storey glass  
roof to rear elevation
21/03731/OUT 
White Cottage, Ram Alley, Ashford Hill  
– No objection  
– Outline application for the erection  
of one dwelling

21/03798/FUL 
Land northwest of Ram Alley,  
Ashford Hill  
– No objection  
– Repositioning of riding arena  
approved under 19/01740/FUL  
– Erection of a barn  
(18.18m x 9.09m) – part retrospective

8.  Neighbourhood Plan
The Chairman reported that the  
Neighbourhood Plan had been  
completed and was ready for  
submission to the Parish Council.  
There was a clear need not to further 
delay the adoption of the plan by  
the Parish Council and therefore  
the Chairman proposed to call an 
Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish 
Council in order to discuss the plan  
and to appoint an external examiner 
who would review the plan in  
readiness for inspection of the plan by 
the Borough Council. The Extraordinary 
Meeting was provisionally agreed to be 
held on Wednesday 23 February 2022 
at 7pm via Teams.
The Chairman commended members 
of the Neighbourhood Plan’s Steering 
Group, chaired by Mrs Caroline  
Hellings, for the immense amount of 
work that had been achieved through 
many hours of endeavour. The  
Chairman expressed his appreciation 
for the work that would prove to be  
so useful and effective for future  
generations to be able to control the  
development of their communities  
so more effectively.

9.  Reports
Borough Councillor
Cllr Rhatigan reported that he had 
stepped down from the position of 
Leader of the Borough Council due to 
family commitments but continues to 
serve as a Borough Councillor for the 
ward until the next election.
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Cllr Rhatigan reported that he was 
currently working through the objections 
and approvals of planning applications 
with the Senior Planning Officer and 
woud inform the Clerk with the  
outcomes of that work. The basis  
of any decision making would be  
that there should be no housing  
development on greenfield sites.
There woud be funding available  
from April 2022 for events being held 
to celebrate her Majesty The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee.
The Chairman’s verbatim report: 
“The Queen’s Jubilee celebrations 
The Parish Council has no plans for  
the event, we do know that Headley  
is arranging a Village Picnic, please 
contact Graham & Penny Stewart for 
details. In Ashford Hill both Old Lane 
and Hollycroft are holding their own 
private street party events. It was 
discussed over email that the Parish 
Council may wish to buy commemorative 
mugs for the children, but this have not 
been approved. 
Village Tidy Ups – 2022
Suggested date is for 20th March or  
3rd May, this year we want to avoid 
Mothering Sunday!
It was subsequently agreed that the 
annual litter pick would take place  
on Sunday 20 March 2022 at 0930.
Extraordinary meeting 
As the Neighbourhood plan is now 
completed and ready for submission 
it needs to be presented to the Parish 
Council for approval. As we do not 
wish to incur any further delays an 
extraordinary meeting is proposed for 
Wednesday 23rd February over Teams 
at 7:30pm. This is to vote on the plan 
and appoint an independent Examiner 
(Janet Cheesley, CHEC Planning Ltd) 
to review it before submission to BDBC 

and then the referendum vote. I would 
like to once again commend the group 
involved in putting this document 
together, there has been a significant 
amount of effort put in by this small but 
dedicated group, and I hope the Parish 
appreciates the enormous efforts and 
time this group has spent producing 
such an important document for us  
and generations to come.”
Parish Councillors
Cllr Dunn welcomed suggestions as to 
how to engage with families with young 
children as to the arrangements and 
ideas for a ‘street party’ for mark the 
Platinum Jubilee.
Cllr Hoskins reported on the training 
that the RoW volunteers had undertaken 
in order to be able to operate the newly 
purchased brush cutter. 
Clerk to the Council
The Clerk had received an email from 
the Friends of Haughurst Copse to 
express their appreciation to the Parish 
Council for their grant towards the cost 
of work to be undertaken.

10. Recess
Mr Patrick Taylor, Editor of the Parish 
Magazine, suggested that an event to 
mark Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee be held in Ashford Hill during 
the June Bank Holiday. The Parochial 
Church Council had kindly agreed to  
the event being held in St Paul’s Church 
and its grounds. 
All residents of Ashford Hill and Headley 
would be invited to the event which it 
was hoped would act as an opportunity 
to bring all sections of the community 
together. 
Mr Taylor was keen not to hold  
the event when there may be other 
competing events happening in Headley 
and that it was important to ensure  
a co-ordinated approach to the  
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organisation of all the events during  
the Bank Holiday period. Other  
initiatives were being considered by  
the Parochial Church Council to create 
a better cohesion between the residents 
of both villages. 
Cllr Rhatigan volunteered to co-ordinate 
the arrangements required for such an 
event at St Paul’s Church.
The Chairman was very supportive  
of such an initiative and was pleased  
to know that events were planned in 
both Headley and Ashford Hill. The 
Chairman had been very disappointed 
at the total lack of interest in the  
recently advertised position of a  
co-opted Parish Councillor which 
demonstrated the lack of involvement 
by residents in matters that have a 
direct impact on the villages where  
they live.

11. Financial Statement
The Lloyds TSB current account of  
the Parish Council stood at £2,534.622
The Lloyds TSB deposit account of  
the Parish Council stood at £41,776.32

12. Accounts approval & payment 
Mr S Hoskins – Reimbursement of room 
hire cost for PC Christmas event venue 
– £18.00
Mr P Hemmings – RoW Volunteer’s PPE 
– £30.32
PKF Littlejohn LLP – Annual external 
audit fee – second cheque presentation 
– £360.00
Mr P Kemp – Headley Litter Warden – 
February & March 2022 – £450.68
Cubitts Cabins & Modular Bldgs Ltd – 
50% deposit for Headley Pavilion cabin 
– £41,377.20
The Chairman declared the meeting 
closed at 8.26 pm.

CHUCKLE CORNER
Misleading signs:
• Notice in farmer’s field: The farmer allows walkers to cross the field free; but the  
  bull charges.
• Message in leaflet: If you can’t read, this leaflet will tell you how to get lessons.
• On repair shop door: Please knock hard on the door – the bell doesn’t work.
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CHARLES HOILE 
SOLICITORS 

FIXED FEE DIVORCE 

FREE HALF HOUR OPTIONS MEETING 
with our family lawyer/arbitrator 

ALEXANDRA SCOTT-MALDEN 

Advice on all aspects of 
divorce, separation, finances and children issues

Alexandra – 07733 893613
Tracy – 07826 603727
www.hoiles.co. uk 

Broadway House, 4-8 The Broadway, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 1BA 
Telephone 01635 45595 Fax 01635 521964 

Email family@hoiles.co.uk 
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Now accepting entries for our 2022 auctions

Were your relatives collectors of something unusual? Have you anything of interest 
hidden under the stairs, or in a drawer that might be of worth? 

If you want to find out more about it’s history and discover its value,
 we encourage you to get in touch. 

Our team will be very pleased to offer a complimentary auction valuation,
 with realistic advice on selling.

Marc Anderson
Auctioneer & Valuer

+44 (0) 1635 873 634
marc@flintsauctions.com

FLINTS
Auctioneers & Valuers

ASHFORD HILL with HEADLEY  
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES OF  
THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23RD FEB-
RUARY 2022

Present 
Mr J Woodford (Chairman), Mrs K  
Saunders (Vice Chair), Mr G Stewart,  
Mr S Dunn, Mr S Hoskins, Mr A  
Saunders and the Clerk.

In attendance
Mrs Caroline Hellings, Chair of the 
Neighbourhood Plan Subcommittee  
of the Parish Council

1.  Apologies
All Councillors present.

2.  Purpose of the Extraordinary Meeting
The Chairman opened the meeting by 
explaining to the Councillors that the 
Neighbourhood Plan was ready to be 
adopted by the Parish Council prior  
to it being submitted to the Borough 
Council for scrutiny by its legal  
department. Cllr Woodford went onto 
explain that a Neighbourhood Plan 
cannot in itself prevent future housing 
developments, but it can be influential 
in determining the style and nature of 
the required developments and the 
Borough Council’s Planning department 
would have a legal obligation to take 
into account the aspirations of the local 
Neighbourhood Plan.
Before passing over to Mrs Caroline 
Hellings, Chair of the Parish Council’s 
Subcommittee, which was the steering  
group for the development of the  
Neighbourhood Plan, the Chairman  
of the Parish Council once again  
expressed his sincere appreciation for 
the monumental piece of work that is 
the Neighbourhood Plan which had 
been undertaken by several residents 
on a voluntary basis over a significant 
period.

3.  Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan’s 
Subcommittee
Mrs Hellings explained to Councillors 
that the Parish Council had requested 
the setting up of the Subcommittee 
in September 2017 and due to the 
arrival and resulting restrictions of the 
pandemic and then the purdah period 
required before the local elections,  
progress on completing the  
Neighbourhood Plan had unavoidably 
been delayed.
Mrs Hellings went on to explain that 
the Neighbourhood Plan is designed to 
protect the rural character of the parish. 
The Plan does not identify potential 
sites for housing developments but 
encourages the development of housing 
on brown field sites.
The steering group had consulted  
widely amongst residents and therefore 
the Plan reflects the views of residents 
and landowners. Mrs Hellings was 
appreciative of the guidance and advice 
provided by the Borough Council.
Mrs Hellings had sent in advance of the 
meeting a number of documents for the 
attention of Councillors, namely;
• The Submission Neighbourhood Plan
• The Consultation Statement and its 
appendices
• The Statement of Basic Conditions
Mrs Hellings expressed her willingness 
to ask any questions relating to these 
documents that Councillors had. 
4.  Councillors’ voting
Mrs Hellings posed several questions to 
Councillors and following the Chairman 
proposing the questions to Councillors,  
all Councillors by a show of hands 
agreed to the following actions;
• Approve the Neighbourhood Plan  
and related documents
• The steering group i.e., the  
Subcommittee of the Parish Council, 



53www.clerewoodlands.org.uk52

OPENING TIMES
Thursday: 8:30am - 3pm

Friday: 8:30am - 3pm
Saturday: 8am - 2pm

ORDER ONLINE
www.hampshire-deli.co.uk

Wolverton Park, Ramsdell Road, Wolverton, RG26 5RU

T: 01256 861372    M: 07712 675676    
E: justine@hampshiredeli.co.uk    Facebook: @HampshireDeli

Ad_Tadley_mag_fullpage.indd   1 10/01/2022   14:50

is authorized to submit the necessary 
documents to the Borough Council  
on behalf of the Parish Council
• The Parish Council authorises  
Mrs Hellings in her capacity of  
Chair of the steering group i.e., the  
Subcommittee of the Parish Council,  
to make the appropriate minor alterations 
to the documents that there might be 
following the review of the Neighbourhood 
Plan by the Borough Council’s legal 
department.
• The Parish Council authorised Mrs 
Hellings, following written confirmation 
from the Clerk, to confirm to the Borough 
Council that the Parish Council had 
approved the appointment of a Janet 
Cheesley to act as the independent 
Examiner for the Neighbourhood Plan 
for Ashford Hill with Headley.

5.  Stages & Timeline of Procedure
Following the approval from all  
Councillors of the Parish Council to  
proceed with the above actions, Mrs 
Hellings went on to confirm that the 
legal review of the Plan would take 
approximately 2 weeks from submission 
and once the review had been completed,  
we would be informed as to whether the 
Plan had passed the scrutiny. After this 
stage, the Borough Council would then 
be able to commence a consultation 
period when the Plan can be publicised 
on the Subcommittee’s website and via 
others means of public information such 
as the Parish Magazine. 
There would then be a 7-week  
consultation period to take into  
account the Easter holiday period. 
Local consultees would be contacted 
by the steering group of the  
Subcommittee. 
The Borough Council would make hard 
copies of the Plan available in focal 
locations within the parish. 

All comments received from the public 
consultation would be sent to the  
Examiner including comments from  
the Borough Council. This stage of 
the consultation process would take 
approximately another 2 weeks. The 
steering group of the Subcommittee 
would be responsible for answering  
any questions from the Examiner.
After this stage is completed, a public 
referendum comprising of all qualifying 
electorate would take place. If 50%  
or more of those who vote in the  
referendum are in favour of adopting  
the Neighbourhood Plan, then the  
Plan can be approved and adopted.

6.  Concluding Statements
The Chairman reiterated his appreciation  
for the volunteers who had worked 
tirelessly on such a comprehensive plan 
which would serve the local community 
so well. 
Mrs Caroline Hellings thanked  
Councillors for their support in adopting 
the Neighbourhood Plan.
The Chairman meeting declared the 
meeting closed at 8.19pm.
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Here for you
when you need us...

howeandson.co.uk

• 24 hour service
• Free bereavement advice and support
• Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
• Wide choice of memorials for burials 

Kingsclere
Bear Hill, Newbury, 
RG20 5QA
01635 298303

Local representatives 
PCC members & officers 
Vicar – Position vacant
Churchwarden – Headley – Penny Stewart – penny@holdrop.co.uk – 07831 851094 
Churchwarden – Ashford Hill – Patrick Taylor – patrick@pitthousefarm.com – 07584 322832
PCC Treasurer – Colin Scott-Malden – colin@scottmalden.plus.com – 0118 9813767 

Other PCC members 
Lorainne Cusworth – loricusworth@hotmail.com      
Jane Loveless  – hodgen.jane@yahoo.co.uk – 07961 048122  
Rachel Chamings – rchamings69@gmail.com – 01635 268294   
Terry Richardson – tedbeddoes@yahoo.co.uk – 07768 795666

Church Administrator – Emma Rivers – administrator@stpaulsashfordhill.co.uk – 07422 687125
Organists Headley – Evelyn Hiscock, Vanessa Martin 
Organist Ashford Hill – Hazel O’Leary – hazeloleary@hotmail.co.uk 
Flower rotas, Headley – Jane Loveless – hodgen.jane@yahoo.co.uk – 07961 048122  
Flower rotas, Ashford Hill – Heather Taylor – heather@pitthousefarm.com – 01635 298250

Parish Magazine team 
Publisher – Patrick Taylor – patrick@ourparishmag.com – 07584 322832
Designer – Anna Liddeatt – a.liddeatt@btinternet.com – 07788 604415
Advertising – Graham Stewart – graham@holdrop.co.uk – 07713 158503
Distribution, Headley – Penny Stewart  – penny@holdrop.co.uk – 07831 851094 
Distribution, Ashford Hill – Philip Crisford – philipcrisford1@gmail.com – 01189 813085

Parish Council 
Chairman – Joe Woodford – jrwoodford_1@btinternet.com – 01189 814074
Ashford Hill ward councillors – Position vacant
Headley ward councillors – 
Kathryn Saunders – kathrynsaunders2510@btinternet.com – 01635 269408      
Graham Stewart – graham@holdrop.co.uk – 07713 158503 
Steve Dunn – stevedunn34@yahoo.co.uk – 07802 911112   
Stephen Hoskins – stephenhoskins1@btinternet.com – 07774 226518

Clerk – Steven Marshall – ashfordhillheadleypc@hotmail.co.uk – 07714 001778

Basingstoke & Deane Bourough Councillors 
Ken Rhatigan – cllr.ken.rhatigan@basingstoke.gov.uk – 07850 530319      
Geoff Poland – cllr.geoff.poland@basingstoke.gov.uk – 07967 444137 
Stuart Frost – cllr.stuart.frost@basingstoke.gov.uk – 07961 265719
Hampshire County Councillor 
Derek Mellor – derek.mellor@hants.gov.uk – 07712 695491
Member of Parliament 
Kit Malthouse – kit.malthouse.mp@parliament.uk – 01264 401401
Hampshire Police & Crime Commissioner 
Donna Jones – www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/contact-us – 01962 871595
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Village Hall contacts & hire rates

Other useful contacts

Ashford Hill
Mrs J Maylen Main Hall £8.50 per hr 
01189 813653 Committee Room £6.00 per hr 
  Children’s parties £60.00 
  Evening Party £75.00 
  Afternoon/evening £105.00 
  All day £130.00

Headley 
Mrs K Saunders  Hourly rate £8.50 
01635 269408 Children’s afternoon party £50.00 
www.headleyvillagehall.com Evening letting £60.00 
headleyvillagehall@gmail.com Afternoon & evening £90.00 
  All day £110.00

Ashford Hill Book Club Mrs S Crisford 0118 981 3085
Ashford Hill Cricket Club Mr R Evans 01635 36773
Ashford Hill Education Trust Julie Bassett 07500 927707
Ashford Hill Primary School Mrs S Yockney 0118 981 3822
Ashford Hill with Headley Garden Club Mrs S Everitt 01635 268619
Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council  01256 844844
Basingstoke Police Station  101
Hampshire Mobile Library Service  0845 603 5631
Headley Community Shop  01635 268849 
        headleyshop@hotmail.co.uk
Kingsclere & Headley Woodlands W.I Mrs P Howard 01635 299286
Holmwood Health Centre  0118 981 4166
Kingsclere Health Centre  01635 296000
Kingsclere Singers Mr B Watts 0118 981 6892
Morland Health Centre  0118 982 6661
North Hampshire Hospital – Basingstoke  01256 473202
Police/Fire/Ambulance Emergencies  999 or 112
The Clere School  01635 278372
The Hurst Community School  0118 981 7474
Ashford Hill & Headley Buying Group ahahsyndicate@gmail.com
Parish Rights of Way Wardens ahahrightsofway@gmail.com  
HCC Rights of Way Problem  
www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/reportaproblem
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H.Simmonds
Builders Ltd

Alterations & repairs 
Brickwork 

Carpentry Paving 
No job too small 

Tel: 0118 981 4326 
hsimmondsbuilders@btconnect.com 

Three Farthings, 
Ashford Hill, 

Thatcham, 
Berks RG 19 8BQ 

automatic gates -  barriers -  bollards

installations -  servicing & repairs

w w w . a p e r t u r a g a t e s . c o m
0 1 6 3 5  7 8 3  8 8 3
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations 

There are a number of celebrations being planned within the Parish for the Jubilee weekend, which 
is from Thursday 2nd June to Sunday 5th June. If you are arranging anything and would like it 
publicised in this magazine, please get in touch with Patrick Taylor: patick@ourparishmag.com  

• The is a “Street Party” planned to be held on Headley Common on Thursday 2nd June from 
12 pm onwards.  There will be food, drink, BBQ, Fun, Games, Entertainment for children & 
more. 

• There are plans afoot for Ashford Hill, which will be announced in the next issue of this 
magazine.  

Let’s all learn the words of the National Anthem: 

God save our gracious Queen! 
Long live our noble Queen! 

God save the Queen! 
Send her victorious, 
Happy and glorious, 

Long to reign over us, 
God save the Queen. 

Thy choicest gifts in store 
On her be pleased to pour, 

Long may she reign. 
May she defend our laws, 

And ever give us cause, 
To sing with heart and voice, 

God save the Queen. 
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www.horizonsoundandvision.co.ukwww.horizonsoundandvision.co.uk

Family Run Business Est 1988Family Run Business Est 1988

01256 84186001256 841860
Essex Road  BasingstokeEssex Road  Basingstoke

info@horizonsoundandvision.co.ukinfo@horizonsoundandvision.co.uk

● Aerial & Satellite Dish Installations
     Freeview, Freesat, Sky &  European

● Additional TV Points
     Magic Eye control.  View TV or Catch Up on  multiple TVs.

● Tuning & set up of your equipment
    Cable tidying.  Weak/low signal improvement

● TV Wall Installation
     Free site survey.  System planning & advice.  Hidden cabling

● CCTV Installations

HORIZ N
SATELLITE & AERIALS
Sound & Vision

● WiFi Signal Improvement & Network Cabling
    Advice and Solutions for receiving WiFi and internet in dead areas
    Connection to remote buildings office/annexe/workshop

● Audio & Speaker Systems
   Home, Outdoor & Workplace
● Telephone cabling & Extensions

● Starlink Internet
    Satellite Installation
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Green Burial Ground
Located between Kingsclere and Basingstoke

Phone: 01256 850 221
E-mail: info@ibworthwood.co.uk

Web: www.ibworthwood.co.uk
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07973 732 055 

Local Experts All Gas Services 

All Engineers Gas Safe Registered 
Domestic & Light Commercial Gas work undertaken 

Boiler & Central Heating installations 
Boiler Break Down & Repairs 

Annual Boiler Servicing 
Unvented Hot Water Systems installed 

Landlord Gas Safety Certification 

Free quotes, all work guaranteed & fully insured 

Email: clive@oldbriar.com
OLD BRIAR COTTAGE, ASHFORD HILL, RG19 8BD
 


